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Minister’s Corner  JUNE 2010 

In this issue 

Mr Principal, Members of Convocation: 

On behalf of the Board of Governors I present to you the Reverend Donald Ian 

Victor, B.A., B.Th., M. Div., to receive the degree Doctor Divinitatis, honoris causa. 

 Ian Victor was born in Toronto and raised in Beaconsfield. He graduated 

Bachelor of Arts from McGill 1975 and Bachelor of Theology 1978, and from our 

College as Master of Divinity in 1979. He was ordained in Duvernay where he had 

been student minister, exactly thirty-one years ago tonight. His wife Cathy is a 

Vancouver School of Theology graduate, and tonight is the eleventh anniversary of 

her own ordination; we congratulate her also. Their children pulled a surprise on Ian 

– Rachel and Dan and Dan‘s wife Jen flew from Vancouver to join Letha, a McGill 

grad student, for a dinner party—welcome to them too. 

 While a student, Ian was University Scholar and recipient of our highest award, 

the Calvin Gold Medal. His pastoral charges include Duvernay, Eckville Alberta, 

Petrolia Ontario, West Vancouver, St Giles Ottawa, and since 2005, St Andrew‘s, 

Victoria BC. He has pursued his vocation of Teaching Elder through continuing 

education, and has taught at St Andrew‘s Hall, Vancouver, the Ottawa Lay School of 

Theology, Lambton Presbytery of the United Church of Canada, and our own 

Continuing Education courses. He has led congregational Retreats, and in the 

congregations he has served has raised awareness of both faith and its works. He has 

also supervised four theologues. He is a gifted communicator, as witness his columns 

for newspapers and The Presbyterian Record, and his work on radio programs. He 

has served as Moderator of Presbyteries and Synod; his presence in various Church 

courts culminated in appointment as chair of the national Committee on Doctrine, 

and co-authorship of the new Catechism. 

 Regarding our criteria for this highest degree, his nominators speak of his 

outstanding preaching and pastoral counselling. Homiletics requires diligence in 

research and bible study; it also involves imagination and common sense. 

Counselling reflects a sympathetic and understanding spirit, schooling in human 

nature. Ian Victor has surely achieved excellence in both these crucial areas of 

ministry. 

 Such are the bare bones, as it were, in the anatomy of a Teaching Elder. But let 

me add another dimension, familiar to those who know Ian, and lauded at our 

(Continued on page 13) 

Victoria, BC 

 

  Rev Ian was presented with  the degree of 

Doctor of Divinity (honoris causa) at the 143rd 

convocation of Presbyterian College, held at 

7:30 pm  on Thursday, May 13, at the church of 

St Andrew and St Paul in Montreal. Rev. Dr. 

Joseph C. McLelland, a distinguished Presby-

terian Scholar made the presentation. Rev Ian 

is a former student and a great admirer of Dr. 

McLelland. The following is the presentation: 
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And God shall wipe 

away all tears from their 

eyes; and there shall be 

no more death, neither 

sorrow, nor crying, 

neither shall there be 

any more pain....  

Rev. 21:4 

In Loving Memory 

 

Lila Stichbury - Nov. 25, 2009 

 

Maureen Rabey - May 16 

Joined 1956 

 

Helen Fenton  -May 31 

Joined 1992 

Words from  

the Assistant 

Minister 

Thank YOU…………….. 
THANK YOU to everyone who 

helped make the Pancake 

Breakfast a success!! Special 

thanks go to the Mackinnons, our 

cooks and all our kitchen helpers! 

Thank you to all the parents, 

grandparents, uncles and the 

church family. Everyone‘s help 

and support was greatly 

appreciated.  

 We made over $350 which will 

go towards our youth group fund. 

We will use the profits to help 

with registration costs for youth 

retreats and other events. 

 Thank you for all the cards and 

kind words during the loss of my 

Grandmother. She was a 

wonderful woman who taught me 

a lot about the church and the 

strength one gets from faith. I will 

miss her dearly. 
 
Youth Group “Book Club” 

 What was your favourite book 

as a teen? Do you have a novel 

that changed your worldview as a 

teen? Can you name one novel 

you think every teen should read?  

 Help create a reading list for the 

youth group. Pass on a suggestion 

for a great book that members of 

the youth group can read over the 

summer. In September we will 

match up the teens who read the 

books you suggested and have an 

intergenerational ―book club‖. Pass 

on your suggestions to Rev Jenn at 

revjenn@telus.net  

 

Upcoming events in June from the 

assistant minister: 

3 ~  UVic chaplaincy AGM 

7 - 14 ~ Jenn is on holiday 

18 ~ Youth Group 7pm 
24 ~ Young Adult social event 7pm 
27 ~ Family Sunday and 

congregational picnic, bring 

neighbours, friends and 

extended family  

 

Don‘t forget Camp VIP in your 

family‘s summer planning! 

Junior Camp July 5-10 
Family Camp July 30-Aug. 2 
Denman Island project  

 Aug.12-15 

Teen Camp Aug. 30-Sept. 3, 

Jenn is speaker and chaplain. 

Sara Shand 
graduated as an 

Air Force Officer 

on May 6, at St. 

Jean sur 

Richelieu in 

Quebec, about an 

hour‘s drive 

south east of Montreal. 

 Susanne, Josiah, Paul, 

Marguerite and Michelle Verwey 

were so happy to be able to be 

present. 

 Sara is in Moose Jaw for 

training, prior to going to 

Cornwall, ON for her aerospace 

training, sometime next year. 

 The best wishes of the 

congregation go out to Sara for a 

successful career.  

 We are grateful to Michelle 

Verwey for this information. 

…ed 

Michelle 

Verwey 
Michelle is 

inviting us to 

follow her as she 

embarks on a year

-long mission to 

India. 

 She tells us that she will be 

blogging (writing, from time to 

time via email) in order to make it 

easier for us to feel that we are a 

part of her journey. Simply log 

onto: http://sharinghealth 

thrueducation.blogspot.com/ 
 She‘d also be thrilled to receive 

an old fashioned, hand-delivered 

letter. The address for that is: 

 Michelle Verwey 

 c/o MIBE Graduate School  

 for Nurses 

 Sanyogita Ganj, PO box 170 

 Indore MP 452001 

 India 
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W e will all miss Allan‘s contributions to the life and work of this 

congregation. None will miss him more than Linkstaff, who 

eagerly await his contributions month by month. 

 We like to think that we are a forward-looking congregation, but 

we‘ve found over the years of Allan‘s conservancy that we can learn and 

benefit from looking back. We find time and time again that the highs 

and lows of a congregation tend to be repeated over the differing 

iterations of this entity we call St Andrew‘s.  

 We learn that there are no really new problems, or situations. We learn 

that there are times when we are obliged to ―Suck it up‖ and likewise 

times to celebrate and to be grateful to those who have gone before us. 

 Allan Arneil has opened these windows for us and in doing so has 

given us the energy to move forward. He‘ll be missed. 

…ed 

Helen Williams 

You may know Helen very well, 

again, perhaps not. She has been a 

valuable member of our choir, and 

Hand Bell choir for around two 

years. Helen calls Oliver, BC 

home. 

 She has been a member of the 

Canadian Navy for the past seven 

years. In that time she completed a 

Bachelor of Science degree. 

 Helen will be finishing her 

employment with the Navy in 

November, for medical reasons. 

 In July she will begin academic 

studies at the University of British 

Columbia. The program is called 

the Secondary Teacher‘s 

Education Program (STEP).  

  The program is 12-months long 

and will result in her having 

earned a Bachelor of Education 

and thus be qualified as a teacher 

in BC. 

 Helen is very skilled on both 

piano and organ, and is a virtuoso 

in Hand Bells. 

 She will be greatly missed, both 

at the keyboard and in the choir. 

We wish Helen success as she 

pursues a different career path and 

hope that she will keep in touch. 

 Helen, thank you for your 

contribution to St Andrew‘s and 

we wish you every success.  

…ed 

It is always a matter of regret to give up a job you enjoy. 

However, time marches on and so does progress. The old 

way of filing, to which I am accustomed, is now passé, the 

computer age has taken over, and I am unable to keep up with it. On the 

30
th of  June, I will be handing over the reins (and the files!).  

 I have had the privilege of being the archivist for twenty years and I 

am grateful to the congregation for allowing me to serve that tenure. I 

found the work to be very enjoyable and rewarding.  

 Certainly some of it was routine, in fact bordering on the boring, but 

on the other hand by far the greater portion was interesting, exciting and 

satisfying, as long-forgotten information was 

unearthed for interested questioners.  

 Although the work of an archivist is never 

finished, I have tried to leave the records in good 

order so as to help my successor, whoever he, or she 

may be, to get settled in.‘Family, for making my 

time as the archivist so pleasant and satisfying.  

Allan Arneil 

From the Archivist 

Things you wouldn’t know if you didn’t read  

The Link 
 
  Samuel Clemens was employed on a boat in the 

Mississippi Delta. His job was to look out for shallows, which 

might cause the boat to be grounded. The well known cry 

when shallows were encountered was… ―Mark Twain‖ 

 When Samuel got around to being an author, he hadn‘t far 

to look for a pseudonym. 
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Words 

These are some of the under-

used words we came across as 

we set about this issue: 

 

Schadenfreude ~ pleasure 

derived from the misfortunes of 

others.  
 
Prelapsarian ~ characteristic of 

or pertaining to any innocent or 

carefree period: a prelapsarian 

youth.  
 
Adumbrate ~ to produce a faint 

image or resemblance of; to 

outline or sketch. 
 
Bowdlerize ~ To shorten. 

We headed up to the Nanaimo 

Spring Ring Workshop on 

March 20th with a van-load (five 

in all) and had a wonderful time 

learning, practicing, and 

networking with other Island 

ringers. 

 With all the wonderful groups 

we met, it became apparent to us 

that a catchy name or acronym 

for our group would be helpful 

as our handle was just too darn 

long.  So we are now calling 

ourselves B.O.S.A. (Bells of St 

Andrew‘s) instead of the 

mouthful, The St Andrew‘s 

Presbyterian Church Hand bell 

Choir. 

 Being fully inspired and 

energized by the workshop we 

came back to Victoria – minus 

three bells! Oops! Fortunately 

Anne Hill was good to spot them 

and bring them to us safely. 

 The following weekend we 

put our newly honed skills to 

good use ringing at the 

Glengarry Hospital here in 

Victoria, days before a killer 

virus broke out and closed that 

facility. 

 Next on the schedule was a 

joint concert with Oak Bay 

United Church‘s Lindsey Twine 

Memorial Hand bells on May 16 

with conductor Dorothy Froese. 

We had done a similar concert 

with their group two years ago. 

 What a great experience of 

seeing different styles of 

conducting, ringing, and 

managing combined choirs. 

Admission was by donation and 

the concert was in a variety style 

with guest piano, vocal, and 

hand bell-soloists. Both this 

concert and the one two years ago 

were great successes and raised 

funds towards the maintenance of 

both sets of hand bells. 

 We will truly miss Helen 

Williams who has been a great 

asset to our group and a very 

talented guest ringer with us. 

Helen is moving back to the 

Okanagan in June to pursue a new 

career in teaching. The best of 

luck Helen!  

 Finally we must end our 

missive on a sad note. A very long 

and faithful member of the hand 

bell choir, Maureen Rabey, was 

at the joint concert rehearsal the 

day before the concert and 

planned to be ringing with us at 

the concert the next afternoon.  

Maureen didn‘t show up to pick 

up one of our founding member 

ringers, Helen Yost. 

 She was very concerned as 

Maureen was so reliable. Helen 

had been unable to reach Maureen 

by phone so the police were sent 

to investigate. We all were 

distracted during the performance 

to say the least. 

 Maureen had battled diabetes 

and congestive heart failure for 

many years. The night before the 

concert she was summoned to ring 

and sing in the Great Choirs.  

 Maureen loved being with us at 

the Nanaimo Workshop and was a 

very dedicated and generous 

member of the church, choir, and 

bell choir for many years. She 

will greatly be missed by us, but 

her presence was requested 

elsewhere.   

 Rest in peace Maureen! 

Cathie Lylock 

 

Eventful to say the Least… 
WOW – WHAT A SPRING IT HAS BEEN! 
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Property The things People Say….. 
Staying connected 

with your close 

ones is another way 

to prolong your life 

expectancy.  

 Close 

relationships with 

your friends or 

family make you less prone to 

risky behaviour, reduces stress 

and makes you more watchful of 

your own health. It is known that 

people, who are engaged in 

significant relationships, live 

longer. Communication with your 

friends also keeps you mentally 

sharp well into the old age, 

preventing such health problems 

as Alzheimer‘s disease. 

Origins: who said that ? 

 

―All that glitters is not gold‖ 

 

The original Shakespeare editions 

of The Merchant of Venice, 1596, 

have the line as 'all that glisters is 

not gold'  

It was not a stormy night, but it 

was during the third period of a 

hockey game, the phone rang— 

―This is Price‘s Alarms calling, 

your alarm at St Andrew‘s is 

sounding. Can you attend?‖ 

 Usually this means that our 

break and enter security alarms are 

set off by someone trying to open 

a window or door. 

 Imagine where my heart was 

when I turned on to 

Douglas St. and the road 

was blocked, with six 

fire apparati (aka trucks) 

from all three Victoria 

Halls. It was not the 

security system… It was 

the fire system! 
 There is a fire 

panel, located in the 

men‘s choir room 

which monitors our 

sensors throughout 

the sanctuary and the 

Kirk Hall. The 

firefighters have 

access to our lock-box and were 

able, thus to enter. Thankfully to 

no smoke, fire or electrical issues, 

except the alarm would sound 

again when reset. Bells loudly 

sounded throughout the 

neighbourhood. 

 We have two security systems 

at St Andrew‘s, one the break and 

enter that monitors our doors, and 

windows and the other which 

consists of heat sensors through-

out the building, which alerts 

Price‘s, who in turn phone the fire 

department. 

 Because of the age and 

significance of our sanctuary this 

was full response— all equipment 

out. 

 What happened when Grant 

and others appeared is that the 

deputy in charge, declared a Fire 

Watch, which means because the 

sensors are not working as they 

should, a person must be on site 

24/7 until the issue with the alarm 

is fixed. 

 Grant alerted the Commission-

aires, and they attended. The 

repairman was found and he 

replaced the faulty sensor, up in 

the attic above 

the sanctuary/

bell tower. 

 As part of 

our insurance, 

and our fire 

inspection requirements, our alarm 

systems are checked twice a year. 

Thankfully we were up to date, as 

false alarms costs could be 

charged, as well as insurance 

liability incurred. 

 Thanks to the Fire Department 

for their quick response, and 

caring for our old building; they 

looked everywhere. Thanks to 

Grant for being on site, and thanks 

to all members and adherents for 

supporting the budget of the 

parish, as this is covered in the 

property committee‘s budget. 

Maybe we will have to put a 

sensor in the burning bush.... 

David McLean 

It was not the 

security system… 

 It was the fire system! 

Happy Birthday  

to Connie Jamieson 

who will turn 97 on 

August 12! 

Neil Kempling, who is 

our website gatekeeper 

tells us that the website, 

and therefore, we hope, 

The Link received 194 ―hits‖ in 

May. 

http://health.infoniac.com/mental-health/
http://health.infoniac.com/mental-health/
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Catechism 
What comfort is it that God rules? 

We can be patient when things go against us, thankful in all circumstances, and 

confident that nothing can separate us from God‘s love. 

Rom 5:3  But we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope 

1 Thess 5:18  Give thanks in all circumstances. 

Rom 8:38-39  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Jas 5:8  You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 

coming of the Lord is near. 

What is sin? 

Sin is turning against God. It is breaking or failing to fulfil the laws of God; the 

missing of God‘s intention for our lives. Sin is exposed by the perfect life of 

Christ: our pride by his humility, our sloth by his obedience, our falsehood by his 

truth. The power of sin is present in all of life, including the societies in which 

we live. As sinners, we participate in 

the indifference, injustice, and violence of our world. 

Ps 51:4  Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in 

your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and 

blameless when you pass your judgment. 

Isa 59:2  Rather, your iniquities have been barriers between you and 

your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that 

he does not hear. 

Rom 3:22-23  For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. 

Jn 3:19  And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, 

and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds 

were evil. 

What is the effect of sin? 

The effect of sin is spiritual death, that is, it has marred but not destroyed the 

image of God in us. It infects and distorts all our relationships with others and 

with ourselves. While we have not lost our distinctive human capacities they are 

subject to the corruption of sin. We are enslaved by our sin and are helpless to 

save ourselves. 

Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Jn 8:34  Jesus answered them, ―Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave of sin.‖ 

Col 2:13-14  And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision 

of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he 

forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood 

against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to 

the cross. 

Thrift Shop  

 

Open: first and third 

Tuesday  

10 -  noon.  

 

Donations welcome.  

 
 

Victoria Day Parade: 

Open Church 
It seemed like a good idea to have 

an open church session in 

conjunction with the Victoria Day 

Parade. After all, if thousands of 

people were out and about our 

downtown…why not? 

 It turned out to be a terrific 

idea. There were 250 people who 

called in to be impressed with our 

sanctuary (to say nothing of our 

bathroom facilities!) 

 There were guests from 

Australia, Scotland, Maryland, 

California and others from BC. 

Thanks to everyone who assisted 

in this worthwhile endeavour. 

…ed 
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Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 

Pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but thou art mighty; 

Hold me with thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

Feed me till I want no more; 

Feed me till I want no more. 

 

Open now the crystal fountain, 

Whence the healing stream doth 

flow; 

Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 

Be thou still my strength and 

shield; 

Be thou still my strength and 

shield. 

 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s 

destruction, 

Land me safe on Canaan’s side, 

Songs of praises, songs of praises, 

I will ever give to thee; 

I will ever give to thee. 

 

Cwm Rhondda, or Rhondda 

Valley, in 1801 was bucolic with 

some 500 people living as their 

forefathers had. But, in 1794 the 

new Glamorganshire Canal from 

Merthyr to Cardiff began the 

industrialization of South Wales. 

Iron ore mines— and high quality 

coal found in the Rhondda valley 

led to steel production. Also, the 

coal powered the British Navy 

ships that ruled the seas at that 

time. 

 The population of the Valley 

rose to 125,000 by 1901. Living 

conditions were dreadful. Row 

housing was built as close to the 

pitheads as possible without 

regard to amenities, air quality or 

any of the things we take for 

granted today. Men, women, girls 

and boys went underground 

working for long hours, seldom 

seeing the sun— a hard life.  

 Records in the Valley show that 

every six hours one miner died, 

and that a case of serious injury 

occurred every two hours. 

 Despite high death and injury 

rates, high infantile mortality and 

unimaginable day-to-day 

hardships, the people found an 

escape in song. The chapel and the 

mine were the two poles of the 

community life. 

 The Rhondda valley was united 

in a unique musical intensity, with 

mostly male choirs singing four 

part harmony in chapel. 

 This hymn had earlier roots. 

Originally written in Welsh by 

William Williams of Pontycelyn 

about 1744, and translated by Peter 

Williams in 1771, the lyrics speak 

of the Israelites marching to the 

promised land. Much later, the 

Welsh called for God, the Strong 

Deliverer, to free them from their 

unbearable toil. 

 Williams was known as ‗the 

sweet singer of Wales‘ and 

worked with John Hughes to 

create a melody that matched the 

words creating one of the most 

powerful hymns ever written, even 

sung spontaneously by the Welsh 

at Rugby matches to this day! 

 Williams‘ time was a time of a 

great upswelling of the reform 

movement all over Europe. In 

England, Charles and John 

Wesley, Howell Harris in Wales, 

drew throngs of people to hear the 

Good News that Christ died for 

them as individuals. 

 People had a great need to sing 

in celebration, and this hymn 

especially met their need. Much 

later Billy Graham used the hymn 

many times in his campaigns, and 

I personally will never forget this 

hymn rising from 50,000 throats. 

 So, when we sing this hymn; 

when we have some uncertainty in 

our lives and need God to lead us 

through, we remember all those 

who have sung it in times past. 

John Parkinson 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

Cake! 

Sunday, May 9 was Mother‘s Day 

and the service reflected that. 

 During the announcements, 

Colina Titus came to the pulpit to 

say that in honour of Rev Ian‘s 

soon to be—elevation to the title 

of Doctor by his Alma Mater— 

that cake would be on offer at the 

coffee hour. 

 When that moment arrived we 

lined up dutifully, putting behind 

us all thoughts of the Canada 

Food Guide, to help Ian celebrate.  

 Allan Arneil had a photo-

graphic display, showing some of 

St Andrew‘s over the years, 

including one of the Sunday 

School in the eighties. It was a 

splendid moment. Thanks go to 

our co-clerks of session.  

…ed 
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T here is a rare treat in store 

for not only St Andrew‘s 

people, but for those in the city, 

who enjoy listening to hand bells. 

The date is Tuesday, June 29 at 

7:30 in the sanctuary. 

…ed 

A brief history of the Calvin and 

Chapel Handbell Ringers: 

 

These Bell Ringers from First 

Presbyterian Church of Red Bank, 

New Jersey are the two touring 

bell choirs of the church and have 

been in existence since 1967.  

 These twenty senior-high 

ringers perform on two five-octave 

sets of Malmark handbells – a 

total of 127 tuned, bronze bells – 

and four octaves of Malmark choir 

chimes. Their program, enjoyed 

by all ages, includes original 

compositions for hand bells as 

well as arrangements of hymns, 

classical and popular music. 

 Over the years, the Calvin and 

Chapel Ringers have established a 

national reputation and perform in 

concert throughout the year. They 

have presented several Christmas 

concerts at the White House, as 

well as concerts at Epcot Center in 

Walt Disney World, Disneyland 

and the Crystal Cathedral in 

California, and South Street 

Seaport in New York, where they 

appeared on a CNN New Year‘s 

Eve broadcast. 

 The ringers have participated 

in festivals sponsored by the 

International Symposium of 

Hand Bell Ringers at the 

University of Exeter in Devon, 

England in 1988, and in 

Albuquerque, NM 

in 1996. Past tours 

have taken them 

internationally to 

Switzerland, 

Austria, Great 

Britain, Wales, 

Norway, Eastern 

Canada, the Czech 

Republic, 

Germany and 

Northern Italy. 

Other years, the group has toured 

domestically to parts of 

California (several times), the 

Pacific Northwest, the 

Southeastern United States, 

Colorado, Wyoming, and New 

York State. 

 They have also participated in 

national and international 

festivals organized by the 

American Guild of English Hand 

Bell Ringers in Sacramento, CA. 

Yakima, WA and Dayton, OH. 

This summer, the Calvin and 

Chapel Ringers will be touring 

Seattle and the surrounding area 

as well as Victoria, BC 

 Judith Werner is the interim 

director of the ringers. These 

groups are two of four hand bell 

choirs in the church‘s music 

program, which also includes 

five choral groups.   

Ann Shaffer 

The first of our welcome to St 

Andrew’s baby gift bags was 

delivered to Erin McLean and Nik 

McKinnon when their baby Isabel 

Marie was born. The TnT group 

thought it would be a way to 

celebrate the birth of a child at St 

Andrew‘s and made some items as 

well as some bought gifts 

consisting of:  a hand-knit cardigan 

(knit by Louise Turner), a 

receiving blanket (Jean 

Kempling), a long-sleeved bib 

(Leona Johns), a rubber duckie (to 

test bath water temperature), a 

book, and a tongue-in-cheek baby 

emergency kit (Jean Kempling). 

The receiving blanket has a label 

made by Ann Shaffer reading:  

from your friends at St. Andrew’s. 

The gift is completed with a 

handmade card by Jean Kempling 

with the names of the TnT 

members. 

 Our windup potluck dinner was 

held at Dorothy Reimer’s house on 

June 2—a fun and feastful event 

 Our group continues to plan for 

events including another Advent 

Dinner for December. 

Leona Johns 

TnT Group 
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A chain is only as strong as its 

weakest link. A sausage is only as 

good as its poorest tasting link. 

The Link (this publication) is as 

strong as the newsworthiness of 

items of interest. 

 Our monthly publication 

named The Link serves as a 

connection to and amongst people 

interested in the goings on at St 

Andrew‘s. Some people are 

members of our congregation, 

others may be members who have 

moved away and yet others who 

have given some thought to 

becoming part of St Andrew‘s. 

 We recently changed the 

format of our web page (http://

standrewsvictoria.ca/) in the hope 

of making it easier to navigate, 

find information… and generally 

more user-friendly. 

 Surprise! Surprise it is not 

often the intention of web 

designers to make web pages 

unfriendly, although that seems to 

be the end result sometimes. 

 As part of this evolving change 

we plan, over the course of the 

summer, to make further changes.  

These may include giving people 

who access the St Andrew‘s web 

page the opportunity to ―opt in‖ or 

subscribe to receive notices of 

when a publication such as The 

Link is available or if there are 

interesting and unique events 

happening within our congre-

gation that we wish to share. An 

example might be the Burns 

Supper or the upcoming Congre-

gational Picnic sometime in June 

or is it July. I can‘t remember – 

and looking at the St Andrew‘s 

web page, I don‘t see when or 

where that might be happening. 

My life would be so much easier 

if someone sent me an email under 

the heading – things of interest. 

 The opt-in/subscription list will 

be a choice people consciously 

make and will only be used to 

communicate from St Andrew‘s. It 

will not be a opportunity to 

harvest email addresses or solicit 

givings or donations. 

 The standard caveat for opting 

in seems to be: 

―This information is used solely 

for the purposes for which it is 

collected – to communicate with 

you and inform you of events St 

Andrew’s feels are important. 

 In the early stages we may ask 

subscribers to recommend our 

subscription opt-in feature to their 

friends. 

 As easy as it will be to opt-in 

we will have a feature for people 

to ―opt-out‖ from the list at any 

time by clicking on a link within 

the email notification. 

 Some of the options of interest 

could include: 

Are you a member, adherent or  

attendee of St Andrew‘s Pres-

byterian Church (Victoria) 

Would you like information the 

church office or Ministers feel is 

important to broadcast? 

Would you like to receive an 

email to let you know when the 

latest copy of our church 

magazine is available on the web? 

Would you like to receive an 

email to let you know when the 

weekly ―Order of Service‖ is 

posted to the web? 

Would you like to be posted of 

any events of ―general public 

interest‖ occurring at the Church? 

Would you like one of the 

Church Ministers to contact you 

about St Andrew‘s and some of 

our programs? 

 We are open to other changes 

where we can better communicate 

with members. If you have sug-

gestions on how we can improve 

our communication, or our web 

site please contact the webmaster.  

 It is a coincidence the web-

master has yet to get his own 

email address so in the meantime 

please send your suggestions to 

standrewsvic@telus.net to the 

webmaster‘s attention. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Ferguson 

Neil Kempling 

St Andrew’s Webmaster 

The Missing Link, Link Sausage, the Weakest Link, the 

Electronic Link 

http://standrewsvictoria.ca/
http://standrewsvictoria.ca/
mailto:standrewsvic@telus.net
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A Childõs Prayer 

 
Make me patient, 
Kind and gentle, 

Day by day: 
Teach me how 

To live more nearly 
As I pray. 

              

The Sunday School provided a pancake breakfast on Sunday morning, 

May 2. 

 At nine o‘clock the Kirk Hall was already set up with tables and all 

the fixings for breakfast. Two of our Sunday School children were at 

their station to greet hungry parishioners and receive our  money as we 

entered.  

 Once seated it was no time at all when we were asked whether we 

wished coffee or tea, which was produced promptly. The plates with 

freshly made pancakes and bacon made their appearance right away. We 

were asked, as we disposed of the breakfast if we wished more. 

 The service was marvellous, as was the food. It was another 

opportunity to spend a little time with our church friends, which was the 

bonus. 

 Those of us who sat at table could only guess how early some of the 

workers had arrived on the job and our deep appreciation goes out to 

Rev Jenn and all her helpers for a wonderful morning. Let‘s hope that 

it‘ll become a tradition. 

…ed  

E F M 
Education for Ministry 

 

The June e f m  information 

session for the upcoming 2010-

2011 year is coming up. 

 This program, offered by 

Christ Church is available to all 

Christians. The Old and New 

Testaments and the history of the 

Christian Church are studied and 

compared to our present culture 

using theological reflection. 

Through this process there will be 

personal transformation and 

renewal. The course runs from 

September to May; one two-and-a 

-half-hour session per week. 

 If you are interested, please see 

the yellow EFM bulletin on the 

office board and watch for the 

notice for time and place for the 

June meeting, in our church 

bulletin. 

 You may also contact me at: 
250 360 2346  

Laura Richards 

Pancake Breakfast 

fotosbymitchell 
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would enable a fairly rapid 

repayment of the cost of the 

expansion. Both scenarios are 

based on a number of assumptions 

and the congregation‘s commit-

ment level will determine the final 

outcome. From a financial aspect 

the real question to be asked is do 

we have the financial commitment 

and ability to fund the proposed 

expansion plans?  

Peter Lewis, our presbytery rep. 

reports that there are two churches 

in the presbytery who have 

building plans. 

 The following is by way of 

information compiled by those 

church‘s committees: 

 One is the Knox Sooke 

congregation and the other from 

Trinity Campbell River. 

 The Sooke project is put 

forward by the Knox Sooke 

Community Vision Society. The 

proposal is to develop a planned 

housing complex for mature 

adults, comprising: 

independent living suites 

assisted living suites 

designated healthcare, day-

care, or senior care, or pre-

school 

medical clinic 

family counselling facilities 

laundromat 

sanctuary 

community meeting rooms 

coffee shop etc. 

 

 The Campbell River proposal is 

for a new suite of buildings. The 

architect who originally designed 

the sanctuary has been retained 

and has said that the present 

building does not lend itself to 

expansion. The plans are to retain 

the present sanctuary, to be used 

as a multipurpose hall. The 

following statement accompanied 

the proposal:   

 

Building in Faith,  

Serving in Love,  

Encouraging Hope  
 

Introduction to Financial review  

The financial review is intended to 

demonstrate the level of 

commitment that will be requested 

from the congregation to support 

our expansion plans. We will also 

review the future impact this 

decision will have on the church‘s 

financial operating position. 

 While numerous financial 

scenarios have been reviewed we 

have chosen to include two in this  

report to the congregation. The 

scenarios are based on differing 

levels of financial commitment 

from the congregation. The first 

scenario is considered the 

minimum or base level of 

commitment that would be 

necessary for the expansion to 

proceed. The second scenario is 

based on a much higher or optimal 

level of financial commitment that 

Health and Wellness 
 

A Games Afternoon in the Lecture Room. 
Wednesday, June 16, 1-3 p.m. 

Hosted by the Health Ministry Team 
 

Calling all Scrabble,  

Bridge,  

Chess,  

Checkers,  

Crosswords, 

Sudoku & 

Card players. 
 

Do your soul and mind some good.   

Come for an afternoon of friendship, fun, and refreshments, while playing 

a game and visiting with a few friends. 
 

All are welcome.  

Even if you don‘t want to play a game, that‘s fine—we want you to join 

in anyway. The more, the merrier. 
 

There is no charge.  
 

Park under the Library and we can get you an hour FREE parking ticket. 
  
Hosted by the Health Ministry Team. 

Hope to see you there. 
 

Questions? Dorothy 250-592-5051 
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Session 

St. Andrewõs Alert 
To all of our correspondents:  

Please take note—the email address for  

Mary and Bill McColl has changed. 
 

The new address is: 

mccollbm@ shaw.ca 

Help Wanted 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We all enjoy the opportunity to gather together for 

coffee and tea after the Sunday Service. This summer 

people are needed to help facilitate the coffee hour 

after church.  It is easy to participate.  Sign up in the 

Kirk Hall.   

 

                 Coffee Hour 
                 A,B,Côs 

 
More help is needed in the next few weeks to prepare and 

serve coffee and tea after church. 

For those who have signed up, or are thinking about sign-

ing up, but have not helped before, it really is very easy. 

 

A.  Come to the church on the Sunday morning between 

9:15 and 9:30 which will give you enough time to get 

the prep work done before church. 

B.  There are good instructions in the kitchen as to what 

needs to be laid out and what needs to be turned on and 

when. If you still have questions there is always some-

one passing by who can help out. 

C.  Among the four volunteers who have signed up each 

Sunday you will need to decide who will bring goodies 

and who will bring the milk (2%) and juice. All other 

supplies are in the kitchen. 

D.  At the end of the coffee hour, after clean-up—gather 

the tea towels and take them home for a wash—return 

them the following Sunday. 

E.   If you have four people to sign up for a Sunday that is 

great but if it is just you that is looking to help out that 

is great too. Give it a try - add your name to the list 

where it works for you and you will soon see how eas-

ily you catch on. What better way to get to know peo-

ple than to work side by side. 

In the course of our meeting, both of our ministers 

had tales to tell of their travels over the past month, 

and it was good to have them both back with us. 

We welcomed  Ian home from his celebrations in 

Montreal where he most deservedly was awarded 

his honorary doctorate. At our request Ian shared 

some of what was said at the ceremony; he was 

recognised for his contribution to the church in 

many ways. Enough said that we, as a session, are 

proud to have Ian as our own Rev. Doctor. 

 The annual shut-in tea and communion is an 

important event for many members of our 

congregation who are unable to attend worship 

services on a regular basis. For a number of 

reasons, it has been postponed until later in the 

year, but it will be a priority to schedule this event 

for a date that works for those who would wish to 

attend. 

 Session agreed to a  special congregational 

meeting on June 13, at which the congregation will 

be asked to approve the withdrawal of money from 

the restoration fund for the purpose of church 

maintenance, including  gutter cleaning and repair 

and cleaning of some of the stained glass windows. 

We recognise the importance of keeping up with 

ongoing maintenance, our building is old and it is 

important to take care of it. 

 In recognition of the busy lives that everyone 

leads, we would like to publish a diary of events 

from August through to December. This will enable 

us all to keep dates free for important church 

events, and to not miss out on the fun. Please 

consider any events that you will be planning and 

forward the dates to your Co-Clerks for inclusion in 

the calendar. 

Colina Titus 
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FOUND 
 

Bazaar Wrangler  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our amazing church officer, Grant Shepard has  
decided to become head Bazaar Wrangler and is  
looking for a Posse.  Grant has a lot of great ideas, if 
you want to be part of this exciting venture call him 
at 250.384.5734.   

 

 

         Calendar  
 

 

 

We all have very busy lives and  have difficulty 

fitting in all the activities in which we would like to 

participate.   

 In order to help schedule the important St 

Andrew‘s dates,  the Congregational Life committee 

will be publishing a seasonal calendar. This calendar 

will have a number of important dates noted so that 

we can all more fully participate in St Andrew‘s 

activities. The calendar will be available in August 

and will cover September to December 21, 2010. 

 
If you wish to have anything noted on the calendar 

please contact Sabine at teetzelts@shaw.ca. 

 

We goofed on Edna Walton‘s age—she‘s 

even younger than we indicated: 

 

Happy Birthday to Edna who turned 96 on 

April 28! 

When Dr. Victor was in Montreal to receive his DD 

he gave an address to the graduating class at the 

seminary. This address is on our church‘s website. 

We think you will  enjoy reading his address. 

http://standrewsvictoria.ca/ 

…ed 

Graduate Luncheon today. Our College has been 

blessed with a succession of humorists over the 

years. Each generation seems to include a class 

comedian who offers an ironic perspective on church 

life and manners.  Many are called to be Priests, 

following that ―Tradition‖ beloved of Tevye the 

Milkman; only a few are called to be Jesters, 

providing critique and continuing the Reformation. 

Ian Victor is one of the best of this apostolic 

succession, élite comedians of the Spirit. To them 

theology is, to borrow from Nietzsche, a ―joyful 

wisdom.‖ At our college retreats and parties they 

entertain us with caricatures and take-offs which are 

masques of our true humanity, our unveiled faces. 

Given our Presbyterian system of church government 

(I hope our Principal Clerk is listening), wouldn‘t it 

be appropriate to appoint ―Court Jesters?‖ 

 The church needs such critics if it is to be humble 

and serviceable for mission. A clown, after all, is not 

someone with funny nose and oversize shoes, but 

someone who stumbles and falls – and keeps getting 

up. In this rising again he acts out the Gospel, that 

Good news which Tyndale said should make us leap 

and dance for joy. They are descendants of 

Abraham‘s son Laughter, better known as Isaac. So I 

thank Ian and his fellow humorists for sharing this 

gift. It alone is worthy of a doctorate, perhaps Doctor 

Umoris?  

 For these reasons, I present to you Ian Victor – 

scholar, preacher, pastor, communicator, jester—as 

worthy candidate for the degree Doctor Divinitatis, 

honoris causa. 

(Continued from page 1) 

http://standrewsvictoria.ca/
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~ Prayer Chain ~ 

Ruth McCowan 

250-589-7413 

Looking Ahead 
 

June 9 Aragon School Sacred 

Music Concert - 7:30 

June 13 Congregational Meeting 

June 16 Games Afternoon 1 - 3 

June 20 Father‘s Day 

June 27 Family Sunday and 

Congregational Picnic 

June 29 Calvin and Chapel 

Handbell Ringers - 7:30 

Church office hours: 9am to 2pm 

Reading in low light will make 

you go blind. 
 

  True  
 

  False  
 

  Possibly 
 
ANSWER:  This is completely 

false. Our ancestors used to read, 

sew and do a number of other 

chores by firelight, and none of 

them ever went blind from it. 

Research shows that reading in 

low light can strain your eyes, but 

they go back to normal as soon as 

you turn on a brighter light. 

Myths 

Debunked 

Here… 

Faith  Confirmed 
We heard lately from a member of 

the congregation about an incident 

in which he was involved; we 

think you might be interested. 

 Seems he went to his bank‘s 

ATM machine to perform a 

transaction which he had done 

numerous times before.  

 At the conclusion of his 

business he dutifully retrieved his 

receipt, and his bank card and 

trotted off home, feeling just a 

wee bit satisfied with himself. 

 However, as he was putting his 

wallet away, he discovered that 

there was a shortfall of a hundred 

dollars. No doubt about it, he was 

indeed that amount short. 

 There was that feeling in the pit 

of his stomach, which we have all 

felt from time to time. It was a 

mixture of embarrassment and 

anger; anger at himself for being 

so stupid. 

 What to do?… Why, trot back 

to the bank and confess to those 

behind the counter of his 

carelessness.  

 While he has dealt with this 

same branch for 40 or more years, 

the staff don‘t know him; after all 

he is  experienced in banking by 

machine and internet and thus it‘s 

seldom that he  needs to speak to a 

teller. 

 As he lamely explains his 

dilemma he fears he‘ll be taken for 

a fool—an old fool. 

 Instead, the teller tells him that 

someone had found a hundred 

dollars at a machine—presented it 

to the teller and only left his phone 

number.  

 There was relief and gratitude 

in his heart as he heard this—there 

was much, much more— there 

was a reconfirmation in the heart 

of our friend of the goodness of 

our sometimes,  maligned 

citizenry. 

 How easy to put that money in 

your own pocket, and rejoice at 

your good fortune, albeit at 

someone else‘s expense and 

stupidity. 

 Our friend was able to 

telephone the good Samaritan, 

because that is what he truly was 

and proclaim his gratitude. 

 Faith Confirmed…I‘d say so. 

…ed 

See You September 5 

Linkstaff is about to get some 

time off; we are taking our leave 

for a couple of months. 

 We‘ll be slumbering, perhaps, 

but not sleeping; which is another 

way of saying that we‘re always 

open for business. Please 

remember us as the summer 

progresses and you find 

yourselves on vacation, or 

entertaining visitors. We‘re 

always interested in the goings on 

in the congregation. 

 Thanks as always to clergy, 

committee chairs, office staff and 

our regular contributors. We 

appreciate your input and invite 

you to continue. Happy Holidays. 

Bill and Mary McColl 

Leona Johns 

http://www.newsweek.com/id/82138
http://www.newsweek.com/id/82138
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